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ABSTRACT  
The concept of human development focuses on the ends rather than the means of development 
and progress. The real objective of development should to be creating an environment for 
people to enjoy a long and healthy life, to be educated and to enjoy a decent standard of living. 
Thus the concept of human development is a holistic one putting people at the centre of all 
aspects of the development process.  
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 
 The index was developed in 1990 by Pakistani economist MahbubulHaq and was 
further used to measure a country’s development by the united national development in its 
annual human development index. The human development index (HDI) is a summary measure 
of average achievement in key dimensions of human development: a long and healthy life being 
knowledgeable and have a decent standard of living. The HDI is the geometric mean 
normalized indices for each of the three dimensions. The HDI simplifies and captures only part 
of what human development entails. It does not reflect on inequalities, poverty, human security, 
employment, etc. The HDRO offers the other composite indices as broader proxy on some of 
the key issues of human development, inequality, gender disparity and poverty.   

Human Development Report for Tamil Nadu  

It was decided to prepare the Tamil Nadu human development report (TNHDR) as a 
totally in- house exercise within Government.  A core committee was formed with the first task 
was to collect data on core variables on the health and education and income and poverty at the 
sub-state level, particularly district-wise disaggregation of the data. the state human development 
report had to bring out disparities between districts and therefore reliable and authentic data 
disaggregated district- wise was an essential pre-requisite in the preparation of the human 
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development report. The state Directorate of Economics and statistics and its staff provided 
many valuable inputs in the compilation of data on the core variables. The district wise income 
estimated ware taken up for the first time by the Directorate of Economics and statistics. The 
district – wise poverty estimates were similarly worked out by combining the state and central 
samples.  

List of districts by HDI as of 2020 

List of districts in Tamil Nadu by Human Development Index by United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) methodology as of 2020,  

Very High Human Development 

S.No District HDI 2020 Rank 

1 Kanyakumari 0.944 1 

2 Virudhunagar 0.855 2 

3 Thoothukudi 0.852 3 

4 Chennai 0.847 4 

5 Kanchipuram 0.845 5 

6 Coimbatore 0.844 6 

7 Tirunelveli 0.802 7 

8 Thiruvallur 0.801 8 

High Human Development 

 District HDI 2020 Rank 

9 Krishnagiri 0.788 9 

10 Trichy 0.774 10 

11 Vellore 0.742 11 

12 Namakkal 0.738 12 

13 Cuddalore 0.719 13 

Medium Development 

 District HDI 2020 Rank 

14 Nagapattinam 0.601 26 

15 Namakkal 0.738 12 

16 Perambalur 0.447 31 

17 Pudukottai 0.631 22 

18 Ramanathapuram 0.653 20 

19 Salem 0.669 17 

20 Sivaganga 0.671 16 

21 Thanjavur 0.655 19 

22 The Nilgiris 0.624 24 

23 Theni 0.539 30 

24 Thiruvallur 0.801 8 

25 Thiruvarur 0.568 28 

26 Thoothukudi 0.852 3 

27 Tirunelveli 0.802 7 

28 Tiruppur 0.627 23 

29 Tiruvannamalai 0.596 27 

30 Trichy 0.774 10 

31 Vellore 0.742 11 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kanyakumari_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virudhunagar_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thoothukudi_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chennai_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kanchipuram_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coimbatore_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tirunelveli_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiruvallur_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Krishnagiri_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trichy_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vellore_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Namakkal_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuddalore_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nagapattinam_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Namakkal_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perambalur_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pudukkottai_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramanathapuram_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salem_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sivaganga_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thanjavur_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Nilgiris_District
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theni_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiruvallur_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiruvarur_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thoothukudi_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tirunelveli_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiruppur_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiruvannamalai_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trichy_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vellore_district
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32 Villupuram 0.561 29 

33 Virudhunagar 0.855 2 

Low Human Development 

 District HDI 2020 Rank 

34 Madurai 0.689 15 

 Source: Human Development Index of Indian states Planning Commission of Tamil Nadu 

Trend Analysis  

Based on the trend analysis compared with the previous Tamil Nadu's Human 
Development Reports by the state planning commission and the latest district-level government 
statistical report, Tamil Nadu has significantly improved its HDI in all of its administrative 
subdivisions. 

Kanyakumari is the district with the highest Human Development Index in the report 
of 2020. Kanyakumari also has the highest literacy rate in the state. Ariyalur has the lowest HDI 
in the 2020 report. Thoothukudi, with high life expectancy and high literacy rate, is in the top 
five districts.  Ariyalur and Perambalur, due to its Per capita income being so low, came in the 
bottom five.  Coimbatore, in spite of its high degree of industrialization and Per capita income, 
does not rank in the top five districts with high Human Development Index in the report of 
2020 

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

The main objectives of this study to investigate Human development index in the 
report of Tamil Nadu.  

LIMITATION OF HDI 

 HDI reflects long-term changes (e.g. life expectancy) and may not respond to recent 
short-term changes. Higher national wealth does not indicate welfare. GNI doesn’t show how 
the increase is effect by the government. Some countries spend more on military and other on 
health care. When knowledge is measured it only takes into account what children leave at 
school not into family and so may be knowledge statistics may be distorted if the family play 
more of a role in education in the growth. However, HDI can highlight countries with similar 
GNI per capita but different levels of economic development. Economic welfare depends on 
several other factors, such as-threat of war, levels of pollution, access to clean drinking water 
etc.  

IMPORTANCE OF HDI 

The HDI gives an overall index of economic development. It does give a rough ability 
to make comparison on issue of economist welfare, much more than first using GDP statistics 
show. It gives idea regarding areas of development which requires improvement. Statistics gives 
better decision making for areas having wide disparity. More fears use social and human 
development matters than only capital accumulation and growth. The human development 
index (HDI) is a statistic composite index of life expectancy, education (mean years of schooling 
completed and expected years of schooling upon entering the education system) and per capita 
income indicators, which are used to rank countries into four tiers of human development. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Viluppuram_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virudhunagar_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madurai_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Literacy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ariyalur_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Per_capita_income
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Industrialisation


 

 

Human Development Index in Tamil Nadu 

   
 4 

 Emperor Journal of Women Studies 

 

CRITICISM OF HDI 

             The human development index has been criticized on a number of grounds including 
alleged ideological bases towards and so called “western models of development”. Failures to 
include any ecological considerations, development or contributes to human civilization 
focusing exclusively, on national performance and having lack of attention to development from 
a global perspectives, measurement error of the under lying statistics and on the UNDP’s 
changes in formula which can lead to secure misclassification in the categories of the law 
medium high or very high human development countries. Critics argue that HDI assigns 
weights to certain factors that are equal trade-offs, when these measurements may not always be 
equally valuable, for example, countries could achieve the same HDI through different 
combinations of life expectancy and GNI per capita. This would imply that a person’s life 
expectancy has an economic value.  

III. METHODOLOGY 

  In this study based on the secondary data is drawn from the report, books, journals, 
magazine and website ect.,  

FINDINGS FROM HUMAN DEVELOPMENT INDEX 

 Each components of the Human development index (HDI) is measured in the 
following: Health, measured by life expectancy at birth, education, measured by GDP per capita, 
measured as a adult literacy two-third per cent and gross enrolment without one third weight 
and wealth. Often thesmaller countries have done better than the larger once in human 
development index. Relatively poor nation have been reached higher than rid less neighbour of 
human development. Kanyakumari is the district with the highest Human Development Index 
in the report of 2020. Kanyakumari also has the highest literacy rate in the state. Ariyalur has the 
lowest HDI in the 2020 report. Thoothukudi, with high life expectancy and high literacy rate, is 
in the top five districts.  Ariyalur and Perambalur, due to its Per capita income being so low, 
came in the bottom five.  Coimbatore, in spite of its high degree of industrialization and Per 
capita income, does not rank in the top five districts with high Human Development Index in 
the report of 2020 

IV. CONCULSATION 

The HDI gives an overall index of economic development. There are certain 
differences among different states development conditions. Hence there must be equal 
opportunities for all. Some important issues are missing in HDI such as infrastructures and 
some economic factors.  
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