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ABSTRACT  
As of March 28, 2020 the COVID-19 pandemic is causing more than 1.6 billion children and 
youth to be out of school in 161 countries. This is close to 80% of the world’s enrolled students. 
We were already experiencing a global learning crisis, as many students were in school, but were 
not learning the fundamental skills needed for life. The World Bank’s learning poverty indicator 
– the children who cannot read and understand at age 10 stood at 53% of children in low and 
middle income countries before the outbreak started. This pandemic has the potential to worsen 
these outcomes even more if we do not act fast. Learning and teaching online imposes certain 
challenges on both the students and teachers. The objective of this article is to learn about the 
research carried out on the online education about the learning of students and teaching in 
online and its impacts and challenges.  
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
 Online education is a flexible instructions delivery system that encompasses any kind of 
learning that takes place via the internet. Online learning gives educators an opportunity to reach 
students who may not be able to enroll in a traditional classroom course and supports students 
who need to work on their own schedule and at their own pace. The quantity of distance 
learning and online degrees in most disciplines is large and increasing rapidly. Schools and 
institutions that offer online learning are also increasing in number. Students pursuing degrees 
via the online approach must be selective to ensure that their coursework is done through a 
respected and credentialed institution.  Online education has become a viable and exciting 
method for instructional delivery in the global business society that runs on a 24/7 schedule (24 
hours a day /7 days a week) because it provides students with great flexibility. With the 
increased availability of the internet and computer technology, students are able to access 
information anytime and anyplace that would normally be available only through a traditional 

Received  : May 2022                                                                                   
Accepted  : May 2022 
Published : June 2022      



 

 

 

Dr. P. Jegatheeswari 

  s 7 

 Emperor Journal of Women Studies 

 

classroom. Studies have shown that students learn just as effectively in an online classroom as 
they do in the traditional classroom.   

Meaning of online learning  

          Online leaning is education that takes place over the internet. It is often referred to as “e-
learning” among other terms. However, online learning is just one type of “distance learning”. 
Online learning involves courses offered by primary institutions that are 100% virtual, excluding 
massively open online courses (MOOCs). Online learning or virtual classes offered over the 
internet, is contrasted with the traditional courses taken in a brick and mortar school building.  

E learning websites are Courser, Udemy , Khan Academey, Futurelearn, Academic earth  

Online learning  

             The COVID 19 has resulted in schools shut all across the world. Globally over 1.2 
billion children are out of the classroom. As a result, education has changed dramatically, with 
the distinctive rise of e-learning, whereby teaching is undertaken remotely and on digital 
platforms. While countries are at different points in their COVID -19 infection rates, worldwide 
there are currently more than 1.2 billion children in 186 countries affected by school closures 
due to the pandemic. In Denmark, children up to the age of 11 are returning to nurseries and 
schools after initially closing on 12 March but in south korea students are responding to roll 
classes their teachers online.   

 

          Even before CIOVID- 19 there was already high growth and adoption in education 
technology, with global edtech investments reaching US$18.66 billion in 2019 and the overall 
market for online education projected to reach $350 billion by 2025. Whether it is language 
apps, virtual tutoring, video conferencing tools, or online learing software, there has been a 
significant surge in usage since COVID -19.  Research suggest that online learning has been 
shown to increase retention of information and take less time, meaning the changes coronavirus 
have caused might be here to stay. 
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          Impact of the covid 19 pandemic has affected educational systems worldwide leading to 
the near total closures of schools early childhood education and care (ECEC) services, 
universities and colleges.   

 

Learners affected by school closures caused by covid 19 as of February 2021  

             Full school closures 

             Partial school closures 

             Academic break 

             Online learning 

             No school closures 

             No data  

 

          Most governments decided to temporarily close educational institutions In an attempt to 
reduce the spread of COVID – 19. As of January 2021, approximately 825 million learners are 
currently affected due to school closures in response to the pandemic. According to UNICEF 
monitoring 23 countries are currently implementing nationwide closures and 40 are 
implementing local closures, impacting about 47 percent of the world’s student population. 112 
countries’ schools are currently open. 

          In general, having fewer education options has globally impacted people with less money, 
while people with more money have found education. New online programs have shifted the 
labour of education from schools to families and individuals, and consequently, people 
everywhere who relied on schools rather than computers and home life have had more difficulty 
accessing their education. Early childhood education and care (ECEC) as well as school closures 
impact not only students, teachers and families but have far-reaching economic and societal 
consequences. School closures in response to the pandemic have shed light on various social 
and economics issues, including student debt, digital learning, food insecurity and homelessness 
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as well as access to childcare, health care, housing, internet and disability services. The impact 
was more severe for disadvantaged children problems and consequent economic cost to families 
who could not work.  

          In response to school closures, UNESCO recommended the use of distance learning 
programmes and open educational applications and platforms that schools and teachers can use 
to reach learners remotely and limit the disruption of education. 

Challenges  

          COVID – 19 pandemics has changes the way of learning in higher education. Teaching 
and learning activities that are usually carried out with face to face meetings have turned into 
virtual meetings in various online learning applications. This paper aims to analyze student 
essays in the form of perspectives or responses about the challenges of online learning during 
the COVID -19 pandemic. This paper collected fifteen students as samples in the fundamentals 
of education I course who were actively involved in online learning activities. Online learning 
provides various instructions led by the lecturer. Instructions can be synchronous or 
asynchronous. This study used a qualitative approach. The researcher then collecting, reading 
and highlights each student’s response that is considered relevant for analysis. This paper shown 
so many responses about the challenges experienced by the students while studying online, such 
as positive and negative impact of online learning, economic conditions, anxiety during online 
learning, government should think and planned the risk of user data security face to face class to 
online learning, ability, finding effective online learning media.  

          Since the closure of schools, parents find themselves primarily responsible for the 
teaching of their children. They are forced to take over the task of home schooling to maintain 
continuity of education. This becomes an added burden, while they are already tackling issues 
such as work from home, temporary unemployment leading to financial crisis, management of 
household chores. Many parents would not have adequate time or the necessary educational 
qualifications to assist their children with assignments that were previously taken care of by their 
teachers. This is likely to lead to frustration and burnout amongst caregivers and disruption in 
the academic and children. Gender disparity regarding allocation of household duties in such 
periods of confinement also needs to be focussed upon, as women are often expected to devote 
more time to home schooling children and doing household chores affecting their academic 
career. Both teachers and students are unprepared in terms of technology handling or 
accessibility issues for online learning where most of the academic activities happen via zoom or 
Google meet without any dedicated online learning platform. 
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Advantages  

 Online education enables us to learn from various mentors and teachers in different 
areas, increasing our knowledge and perspective. It reduces nervousness among 
students as many are able to communicate more through online education than regular 
as long as they have an available internet device.  

 Online education normally provides a chance to study at our own speed as there is no 
rush. Most online courses are usually enjoyable and more comfortable compared to 
attending traditional classes. It spares you the inconvenience of having to travel to a 
particular destination every single day. 

 Online education usually is more affordable. Online education further happens to be 
comparatively cheaper in comparison to conventional educational approaches. Under 
traditional university programs, the students are required to compensate for 
transportation, textbooks, institutional facilities. 

 It allows one to learn innovation approaches through the internet and therefore become 
more skilful. In online education if there are nay variations in the syllabus, updates can 
be done instantly compared to conventional means of education. 

Disadvantages  

 The online education brings to students are immense and indisputable. Pursuing an 
online course is an excellent option In education. 

 Using the computer too much can make the students prone to plagiarism. It can also 
cause vision problems as we sit near the laptop almost the whole day. 

 Online education may also hinder physical development. Online education can be quite 
complicated for a person to be accountable for their own learning without someone to 
drive them to do something.  

 Online education detaches you from your classmates. It also gives one a lot of 
autonomy which may be critical for our learning. There are number of distractions on 
the internet through adverts and this might interrupt our learning.  

III. CONCLUSION 

          Online education has both advantages and shortcomings, but it is an excellent method of 
learning that can help develop a student’s performance. To succeed in online education, one 
should choose an ideal university and course to avoid pursuing education from among the 
various suspicious universities that employers may reject. The other most essential thing is to 
assure that one needs to maintain communication with the school faculty and fellow students. 
The important point is proper time administration that helps one manage our time to complete 
and submit prescribes assignments in time. After concluding the systematic review, it has been 
detected that there are few studies that have focused their attention o the psychological, motor, 
or academic problems that can occur to minors after a situation of these characteristics. These 
results may be useful for future studies that seek to expand the information according to the 
evolution of the pandemic.  
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