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REGIONAL DISPARITIES IN HIGHER
EDUCATION IN KERALA

SHANU N NAZAR
Ph. D Scholar, Department of Economics,

University of Kerala, Kariavattom Campus,
Thiruvananthapuram

Abstract

Everywhere higher education is faced with

great challenges and difficulties related to

financing and equity .Literacy rate of India in 2011

was 74.04% while Kerala had the highest literacy

rate of 93.91%. Kerala secured achievements in

higher education through expansion of education

institutions, enhancing of literacy activities through

libraries and literacy missions. In recent years a

variety of courses have been introduced here to

fulfil the increasing demand.  But most of these

courses are located in some regions of the state.

More specifically there is a wide range of

disparities in Kerala’s general and technical

education. This disparity might have seen both in

number of institutions as well in number of courses.

The present study, by making use of secondary

data, looks in to the regional disparities in higher

education of Kerala focusing on general higher

education and technical education at graduate

level.

I. INTRODUCTION

Higher education includes ‘all types of

studies, training or training for research at the post-

secondary level, provided by universities or other

educational establishments that are approved as

institutions of higher education by the competent

State authorities’. Everywhere higher education is

faced with great challenges and difficulties related

to financing, equity of conditions at access into and

during the course of studies, improved staff

development, skills-based training, enhancement

and preservation of quality in teaching, research

and services, relevance of programmes,

employability of graduates, establishment of

efficient co-operation agreements and equitable

access to the benefits of international co-operation.

At the same time, higher education is being

challenged by new opportunities relating to

technologies that are improving the ways in which

knowledge can be produced, managed,

disseminated, accessed and controlled. Equitable

access to these technologies should be ensured at

all levels of education systems.(World Declaration

on Higher Education for the Twenty-First Century-

World Conference on Higher Education on 9

October 1998).

Literacy rate of India in 2011 was 74.04%.

The Male literacy rate was 82.14% while the

Female literacy rate 65.46% (Census 2011).

Among the Indian states, Kerala has the highest

literacy rate of 93.91% . The Male literacy rate in

Kerala is 96.02% and the Female literacy is

91.98%. Kerala secured these achievements

through expansion of education institutions,

enhancing of literacy activities through libraries

and literacy missions.Kerala has a well-structured

higher education system since her formation. Gross

Enrolment Ratio (GER) in higher education is 30.8

where the national average is 24.4 in 2015-16

(NITI AYOG, 2017). In recent years a variety of

courses have been introduced here to fulfil the

increasing demand.  But most of these courses are

located in some regions of the state. More

specifically there is a wide range of disparities in

Kerala’s general and technical education. This
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disparity might have seen both in number of

institutions as well in number of courses. The

present study looks in to the regional disparities in

higher education of Kerala focusing on general

higher education and technical education (graduate

level).

II. OBJECTIVES

General objective of the study is to find

regional disparities in higher education in

Kerala.Specified objectives are,

1. To analyse institution-wise disparities in

higher education in Kerala

2. To examine course- wise disparities in higher

education in Kerala.

Methodology

Secondary data are used for the study.

Secondary data are collected from various

published documents orofficial websites of Govt.

of India and Govt. of Kerala on Higher Education

Department, MHRD, NITI AYOG, E-grantz etc. In

order to examine the regional disparities in higher

education, the entire districts in Keralaare divided

into two sub groups namely Travancore- Cochin

region and Malabar region. Sevendistricts namely

Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam,Alappuzha,

Pathanamthitta, Kottayam, Idukki and Ernakulam

are included in Travancore Cochin region. The

districts such as Thrissur, Palakkad, Malappuram,

Kozhikode, Wayanad, Kannur and Kasaragod are

included in Malabar region.

Growth of Higher Education Institutions

Table 1

Growth of Higher Education Institutions, 1991- 2015

Type of Institution
1991 2011 2015

Govt. Aided Unaided Total Govt. Aided Unaided Total Govt. Aided Unaided Total
Arts & Science College 40 132 0 172 40 150 160 350 58 152 234 444
Engineering Colleges 5 3 0 8 9 3 130 142 9 3 163 175

Medical/Nursing/Dental/
pharmacy/ Ayurveda/ Homeo

21 11 1 33 25 18 139 182 48* 36* 163* 247

B.ED Colleges 4 17 40 61 4 17 147 168 - - - 170
Polytechnics 26 6 0 32 43 6 9 58 - - - 66

Total 96 169 41 306 124 216 560 900 - - - 1102

Source: compiled from Abdul Salim,2018;Anvar, P (2016), pp.90-91; 2016; Government of Kerala(GOK) 2015;GOK2016;

* complied by the author from e – grants Government of Kerala

Data show that number of institutions in

Kerala goes on increasing. In 1991 there were no

arts /science and engineering colleges are in

unaided sector . But in 2015, 52.7% of arts/science

colleges and 93.1%of engineering colleges were in

the unaided sector. 23% of arts and science

colleges were in government sectorin1991. But

in2015only 13% are in public sector. In the case of

engineering colleges, in 1991, 62.5% were

governmentand the remaining were aided colleges.

But in 2015 only seven percent weregovernment or

aided while 93 percent were unaided colleges. Data

reveal that growth of arts and science colleges in

unaided sector is more compared to government

and aided colleges. In the case of engineering

colleges aided colleges are marginal in 2015.

Government gave more emphasis on unaided and

self-financing colleges rather than Government and

aided colleges. This leads to rising privatisation and

commercialisation of higher education in Kerala.
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Region-Wise Details of Engineering Colleges in Kerala

Table 2

Region-Wise Details of Engineering Colleges in Kerala 2013

Region

No. of Colleges Sanctioned Intake
Govt.
&Aided

Unaided Total
% of
Total*

Govt.
&Aided

Unaided Total
% of
Total*

Travancore-
Cochin

7 116 123 75 3209 37955 41164 77.96

Malabar 5 36 41 25 1582 10056 11638 22.04
Kerala 12 152 164 100 4791 48011 52802 100

Source: Compiled from A Abdul Salim, 2018; GOK, Economic Review, 2013

* calculated by the Author

In Kerala, 75% of engineering colleges are

in Travancore – Cochin region and the remaining

25% are in Malabar region. 77.96% of sanctioned

intake are in Travancore – Cochin region and

22.04% are in Malabar region.Only 46.78% of

population are in Travancore – Cochin region and

53.22% of population are in Malabar region. So,

there is a wide disparity in number of engineering

colleges, sanctioned intake and population.

Therefore, students from Malabar region have

migrated to Travancore- Cochin region for better

higher education. This creates additional burden in

terms of cost ofhigher education on students and on

their parents.

Region Wise Details of Arts and ScienceDegree

Courses

In Kerala,there exist mainly four types of

courses in general higher education at graduate

level. All these arethree-year graduate courses,

except B.Com (LL.B) which is a five year course.

It is found that 1030 arts courses are in Govt and

aided colleges in Kerala. Among these, 578 courses

are in Travancore- Cochin region and 452 courses

are in Malabar region. More specifically 56% of

BA courses are in Travancore- Cochin region and

44% are in Malabar region. Most of BA courses are

in Ernakulam district (144) and the next in

Kottayam (111). It is also found that 671

B.Com.courses are in Govt and aided colleges in

Kerala. Out of this, 439(65.4%) courses are in

Travancore- Cochin region and 232(34.6%) courses

are in Malabar region.  Most of the B.Com. courses

are also in Ernakulam district (149) and the next in

Kottayam (79).

Table 3 Region Wise Details of Arts and Science Courses (Degree Courses) in Kerala& Population

District
List of Degree Cources % of

Total*
Population

in 2011
% of

Population*B.Voc B.A B.Com B.Sc Total

1
Travancore-
Cochin Region

Thiruvananthapuram 2 109 51 151 313 10.03 3,301,427 9.88

2 Kollam -- 69 38 100 207 6.63 2,635,375 7.89
3 Alappuzha 2 53 45 82 182 5.83 2,127,789 6.37
4 Pathanamthitta -- 54 32 88 174 5.58 1,197,412 3.56
5 Kottayam 2 111 79 154 346 11.09 1,974,551 5.91
6 Idukki -- 38 45 44 127 4.07 1,108,974 3.33
7 Ernakulam 8 144 149 189 490 15.7 3,282,388 9.83

Sub Total 14 578 439 808 1839 58.92 1,56,27,916 46.78
8

Malabar
Region

Thrissur 7 96 60 130 293 9.39 3,121,200 9.34
9 Palakkad -- 61 32 82 175 5.61 2,809,934 8.41

10 Malappuram 1 89 44 102 236 7.56 4,112,920 12.31
11 Kozhikode -- 79 35 116 230 7.37 3,086,293 9.24
12 Wayanad -- 23 13 28 64 2.05 817,420 2.45
13 Kannur -- 73 28 92 193 6.18 2,523,003 7.55
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14 Kasaragod -- 31 20 40 91 2.92 1,307,375 3.62
Sub Total 8 452 232 590 1282 41.08 1,77,78,145 53.22

GRAND TOTAL 22 1030 671 1398 3121 100 3,34,06,061 100
Sources: Census report 2011, GoKKarala, E- Grantz

*Courses in aided and government colleges

** calculated by the Author

Most of the B.Sc. courses are also in

Ernakulam district (189), next in Kottayam (154)

followed by Thiruvananthapuram (151). 808 B.Sc.

Courses are in Travancore- Cochin region (57.8)

and 590 courses are in Malabar region. There are

22 vocational courses in Kerala; of these 14 are in

Travancore- Cochin region and the remaining in

Malabar region. Eight B.Voc. courses are in

Ernakulam district, and seven in Thrissur .B. Voc.

Courses inKollam, Pathanamthitta, Idukki,

Palakkad, Kozhikode, Wayanad, Kannur and

Kasaragod are nil.In general, 58.92 % (1839/3121)

of degree courses are in Travancore -Cochin

region. Percentage of population in Travancore -

Cochin region is only 46.78. Percentage of

population in Malabar region is 53.22 and

percentage of degree courses are 41.08

(1282/3121). This shows a wide disparity in

population and availability of degree courses.

District wise analysis clearly shows that

most of the courses in Travancore -Cochin region is

in Ernakulam (15.7%) followed by Kottayam

(11.09%) and Thiruvananthapuram (10.03%).

Where percentage of population in these districts

are 9.83%, 5.91% and 9.88% respectively. Most of

the courses in Malabar region is in Thrissur

(9.39%) followed by Malappuram (7.56%) and

Kozhikode (7.37%). Where the percentage of

population in these districts are 9.34%,

12.31%,9.24% respectively. This shows the

disparities in degree courses in Kerala.

III. CONCLUSION

Kerala’s higher education growth is high

compared to other Indian states and

UnionTerritories. But the most important problem

in Kerala’s higher education is the distribution of

colleges and courses. Secondary data and related

studies show that regional disparities in higher

education in Kerala is widening. Most of the higher

education institutions and courses are situated in

Travancore- Cochin region where as Malabar

region is laggingbehind in not only number of

colleges, but also the number of courses and

sanctioned seats. Thus, the students of Travancore-

Cochin region have easy access to higher education

while the access to students of Malabar region is a

big issue.This leads to Increase in cost of higher

education for the students in Malabar region and

Increase in disparities in regional development. To

overcome these problems, it is essential to establish

new colleges in Malabar region with new courses

and also to Increase the number of seats and

courses in existing colleges.
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